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Our study programmes are 
typically for 16–25-year-olds.

We have three campuses
across Lincolnshire:
• Weelsby at Grimsby
• Toynton, near Spilsby
• Boultham Park, Lincoln

We offer part-time, full-time 
and residential placements.

Admissions are accepted 
all year round.

We are rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

We offer qualifications and 
non-accredited courses.

Our overall achievement rating 
stands at 92.9% compared to a 
sector average of 77.6%.

In 2018 71% of graduates 
progressed into some form of 
employment or further study.

Provision includes speech and 
language therapy, behaviour 
consultants, psychologists, 
physiotherapy, hydrotherapy 
and more.

Quick Facts

Linkage College is an independent 
further education college offering a 
specialist learning experience to people 
aged 16–25 with a range of learning 
difficulties and disabilities.
 We have unrivalled expertise in working 
with young people whose learning 
difficulties and disabilities may be a barrier 
to their participation in successful full-time 
learning within a mainstream setting. 
 Our learners benefit from 
personalised learning programmes 
tailored to their individual needs and 
aspirations. The college offers day 
placements and a 24-hour curriculum 
through residential placements. 

THE LEARNING DISABILITIES 
AND DIFFICULTIES WE CATER FOR
Linkage College delivers education 
and training to learners who have a 
range of mild to severe learning 
difficulties and disabilities alongside 
associated behavioural, sensory and 
medical difficulties. 
 We design individualised programmes 
to cater for whatever needs a student may 
have. Students are typically school leavers 
from special or mainstream schools.
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passionate about, the services we offer. 
We are dedicated to ensuring that learners’ 
overall learning experience exceeds their 
aspirations and goals. Staff and governors have 
high expectations for our learners and we aim 
to provide a high-quality, holistic education 
which will enhance life opportunities alongside 
promoting independence and preparing 
learners for their future.
 At Linkage College our curriculum is 
designed to offer a wide range of opportunities 
for learners, irrespective of their needs, to 
develop skills and promote choice. Our 
curriculum is delivered in line with Linkage’s 
values of independence, respect, honesty 
and teamwork.
 Our prospectus is designed to give you 
valuable information about our services, the 
subjects we offer, and the opportunities that 
studying at Linkage give young people with 
learning difficulties/disabilities. 
 Linkage’s staff are highly skilled professionals 
who work collectively to ensure the 
achievements and aspirations of our learners 
and their parents/carers are met. In addition, 
Linkage College works with a wide range of 
employers, from small local companies to large 
international organisations, to ensure that 
opportunities for work experience and voluntary 
and paid employment are maximised. 
 The college has three campuses 
across Lincolnshire and supports the needs of 
both residential and day learners from all over 
the country. Our dedicated and expert team 
of staff will be happy to answer any questions 
or enquiries you may have regarding Linkage 
College. In the meantime, happy reading.

                           MARTIN SHELTON 
                       College Principal

Linkage

Who 
we are

Welcome to

6  Our Values 

8  What We Do Best

10  Employability and Careers Programme

12  Developing Learner Independence

14  Bespoke Study Programmes

16  Whole Learner Support

18  Our Curriculum  

COURSES 

23  Customer Services 

24  Hospitality 

25  Retail 

26  Practical Horticulture 

27  Media 

28  Business and Administration 

29  Practical Small Animal Care Skills 

30  Maths and English 

31  ICT

32  Personal and Social Development 

34  Performing Arts 

35  Sports 

THE CAMPUSES 

36  A Focus on the Campuses 

37  Residential Placements

38  Weelsby Campus 

40  Lincoln Campus 

41  Toynton Campus 

INFORMATION 

42  Parents 

47  FAQs 

48  Beyond the College 

50  Further Support 

51  How to Apply 

Contents

4 | Linkage College Prospectus

W
H

O
 W

E 
A

R
E

Linkage College Prospectus | 5



Our vision is that people with learning 
difficulties and disabilities have opportunities 
and choice, and are supported to achieve 
their aspirations. 

Success is important to us, and so is the way 
in which we achieve it, so our core values are 
at the heart of everything we do at Linkage.

INDEPENDENCE We support and 
encourage learners to make decisions 
about their own lives, and we give them 
the freedom to live the life they choose, 
based on their talents and abilities.

RESPECT We respect and value the 
views, ideas, feelings and opinions of 
learners and everyone we deal with.

HONESTY We are honest, open 
and transparent.

TEAMWORK We work together 
collaboratively both within the college and 
with parents and professionals, such as 
social workers, to achieve common goals. 

THE BACKGROUND 
TO OUR COLLEGE
The college is part of Linkage Community 
Trust, a registered charity. The Trust was 
established in 1976 to meet the needs of 
young people with learning disabilities 
who required further education, support 
and training to realise their potential for 
independence and employment. 

Initially opened with four learners and eight 
members of staff, the charity has developed a 
strategy for college leavers based on learner 
and family feedback and experiences. We 
now have approximately 150 learners across 
three campuses, with plans to grow and 
improve over the coming years.

The charity is governed by a Board of 
Trustees with established processes 
to evaluate and support the college’s 
performance, mission and long-term strategy 
to ensure we are moving forward in the best 
interests of the whole Linkage community. 
See page 48 for other services offered
by Linkage Community Trust.

INDEPENDENCE RESPECT HONESTY TEAMWORK

The student voice is really important to 
us at Linkage College. We believe our 
learners should have opportunities and 
choice so we encourage all learners to get 
actively involved in their own learning, the 
learning of their peers and the development 
of the college community. The Student 
Union provides them with the perfect 
chance to express their views, recommend 
improvements and discuss key areas that 
affect the learning experience.

The Linkage Student Union is affiliated 
to the National Union of Students. The 
Union is run by an Executive Committee 
of learners, who attend meetings with the 
college management team to give their 
views and ideas. The Linkage Student 
Union has been responsible for:
• Attending the ‘A Right not a Fight’ 

campaign in London to promote 
their right as a person with a learning 
disability to make an informed decision 
about which college they want to 
attend, based on their needs;

• Organising the annual prom; 
• The installation of a new sound 

system in the student common room
• Establishing a gym at the Weelsby; 

Campus to promote health and 
well-being;

• The creation of two state-of-the-art 
sensory rooms at Weelsby and 
Toynton campuses.
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Our 
Values

Student-led 
Approach
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  We make learning fun. 
  We are not like school!

  We join in national inclusive 
  events such as the Natspec games.

  We celebrate small 
  and big achievements.

  We promote ‘learning by 
  doing’ with a project-based 
  curriculum.

  We encourage enterprise 
  and innovation.

  We take part 
  in competitions.

  We provide the chance for 
  people to shine by holding
  events like art exhibitions.

What we do best
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In 2018 over 70% of Linkage College 
graduates moved on to an employment-
related outcome, including paid and 
voluntary work. Careers education work 
experience, employability and workplace 
learning play a big part in what we do. 

We aim to raise the aspirations of our 
learners, develop skills to make them 
career-ready and support them to achieve 
qualifications, enabling them to be 
self-motivated, confident and ready for 
employment (where appropriate).

Learners are encouraged to take part 
in work experience both on-campus 
and out in the community. This gives 
opportunities to:
• Get real-life experience of working 

and the workplace
• Gain transferable and/or 

accredited work-related skills
• Improve independence and 

social skills
• Progress to supported internships
• Improve chances of successful paid 

employment, post-education. 

At each campus we have job coaches 
and a work experience team who work 
with them to build a personalised plan to 
help them find the right work opportunity, 
based on:
• The learner’s interests
• Their skills
• What is in their EHCP
• What they might like to do 

in the future
• What courses they are taking 

at college.

We work in partnership with a wide 
range of employers to offer learners the 
opportunity to experience real working 
environments. There are a variety of 
opportunities available from working in 
shops, residential care homes, holiday 
cottages, educational settings and animal 
shelters to working with mechanics 
and gardeners.

Find out more about our 
careers programme at 
www.linkage.org.uk/college
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SOME OF OUR WORK EXPERIENCE PARTNERS INCLUDE:

CASE STUDY

Madison has moderate learning 
disabilities; speech, language 
and communication difficulties; 
developmental delay; and weak 
auditory short-term memory. When she 
first enrolled at Linkage her confidence 
and self-esteem were low and she 
had difficulties interacting with peers. 
During her time at college she gained 
confidence and developed the skills to 
travel independently to her supported 
internship placement at a retail outlet.
Upon graduating, Madison applied 
for a retail assistant job at a national 
retail outlet. There were in excess 
of 1500 applications, 644 of whom 
were shortlisted for 65 positions. She 
was successful at interview and now 
enjoys paid employment there. The 
interviewer was especially impressed 
by her certificates for customer service 
and retail and her work experience 
references. Madison now lives 
independently and is studying Beauty 
at a mainstream college.

Meet Madison

Employability 
and Careers 
Programme
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Supporting young people to develop 
the skills and behaviours they need to 
transition into adulthood with a greater 
amount of independence is central to 
everything we do at Linkage College. 
We support and encourage individuals 
to make decisions about their own lives 
based on their talents and abilities and 
their aspirations for the future – this 
could include moving on to adult day or 
residential services, living in supported 
living or independently, further education 
or employment. 

Building independence is woven 
into all areas of college life, in lots 
of different ways:

• Learning outside the classroom 
through a range of enrichment activities 
helps young people to develop the ability 
to cope with and experience a wide variety 
of challenges. This is why teaching and 
learning take place through community 
access, work placements and independence 
suites which replicate a home environment. 
Several external organisations also deliver 
activities at our college campuses.

• Being able to make your own decisions 
is a key element of having independence. 
We give learners opportunities to make 
informed choices and to understand and 
take responsibility for the consequences. 
We cannot ensure they will make the right 
choices in life, but we can help them build 

the skills and knowledge they need 
to understand the consequences and 
where they can find help if that 
choice isn’t the right one. 

We do a lot of work around:
TRAVEL SAFETY 
Knowing how to safely cross a road, the 
importance of planning a journey, and the 
consequences if you don’t plan. 
COMMUNITY SAFETY
Choosing safe places to go, stranger 
danger, what to do in an emergency. 
PERSONAL SAFETY 
What is safe to put on the internet, 
relationships and sex education, health 
and well-being.
DOMESTIC RESPONSIBILITY 
Budgeting for a weekly menu, food hygiene. 

• Developing communication skills 
so people are able to communicate 
choices is really important for 
independence. Everyone is different 
and has their own way of communicating 
so our speech and language therapist 
works with learners to build their skills to 
make sure communication is maximised 
and learners are able to express themselves 
as effectively as possible. In addition, 
many staff are Makaton-trained.

• Exploring social and cultural topics 
is important to improve learners’ 
understanding of social and cultural 
matters and the world they live in. Through 
tutorials, accessing the community and 
course content we discuss a wide range of 
issues such as cultural awareness, current 
affairs and sexual health as well as the 
British Values of democracy, the rule of law 
and mutual respect for and tolerance of 
different faiths and beliefs.
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Developing 
Learner 
Independence

Residential placements are 
one of the best ways to develop 
learner independence as 
learners have access to as 24-
hour curriculum. The staff at our 
residential houses work with the 
college education team to make 
sure learning is reinforced in each 
environment. See page 37 
for more information on 
residential options.

Residential
Placements
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Programmes
Because we are an independent 
specialist college we are able to follow 
our own curriculum. This means we can 
offer learners a fully individualised study 
programme which provides the right level 
of stretch and challenge to prepare 
individuals for adulthood in the most 
appropriate way for them.

We work with the learner, their parents/
carers, the local authority and a range of 
education and care specialists to build a 
curriculum which is genuinely based on the 
learner’s needs, aspirations and abilities. 
We ask three main questions:
1) What does the learner need?
2) Where does the learner want to 
be at the end of the year?
3) How are we going to support 
them to achieve this?

If qualifications are appropriate for 
an individual then we have a range of 
courses that are Regulated Qualifications 
Framework accredited. You can read more 
about these starting on page 22. 

We are also very proud to offer a RARPA-
based curriculum across all of our courses. 
RARPA (Recognising and Recording 
Progress and Achievement) measures the 
progress and achievement of students on 
non-accredited learning programmes. 

We write our learners a study programme 
and then measure the outcome of their 
learning and ascertain how far they have 
come in a less pressured way. 

This is a great approach for students 
who might be overloaded by doing a 
qualification. It can also be a good way to 
progress learners onto qualifications, where 
appropriate. For more information on our 
curriculum, go to page 18.

Learners have their needs met academically 
and socially at Linkage College, while 
securing a pathway to further study and 
employment-related outcomes upon 
graduating from Linkage.

Here are some examples of how 
our curriculum is different:
• HAPPY PEOPLE LEARN: We have 
introduced Lego®-based therapy as a way 
to reach learners who might not ordinarily 
engage, by turning a fun and imaginative 
pastime into an exciting, challenging and 
structured learning session. By working 
together to build different Lego® models, 
learners develop social skills such as 
listening, communicating with others and 
teamworking, as well as maths skills like 
shape and number recognition. Not only 
do our learners really enjoy learning with 
Lego® but many reach their speaking and 
listening targets without even realising. 

• STRETCH, CHALLENGE AND 
MOTIVATION: Competitions run 
through our curriculum, giving learners 
the chance to develop the ‘softer skills’ 
of time management and meeting and 
communicating with new people while 
challenging themselves and having 
experiences that will help them gain 
confidence. 

One of the best examples of this is the 
Skills Competitions, an inter-college contest 
which enables students with SEND studying 
at Level 1 and under to participate in fun 
competitions around a range of skill areas 
including Performing Arts, Horticulture 
and Hospitality.

We also attend the Natspec games 
where more than 250 students with 
disabilities and learning difficulties gather 
from across the country to compete in 
sports including boccia, goalball, javelin 
and five-a-side football. 

• CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT: 
At Linkage College we celebrate 
achievement. We never say ‘you 
can’t’, so to reinforce to learners that 
‘they can’, the smallest steps of progress 
are recognised, whether that is a learner 
remembering somebody’s name, going 
on work experience, or passing a 
mobility assessment. 

Linkage College Prospectus | 1514 | Linkage College Prospectus
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Whole Learner 
Support
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Linkage College is here to develop the 
whole person, not just help them to achieve 
academically. Each learner has a whole 
team around them to ensure that their 
personal, social, health and emotional 
needs are met, helping them to progress 
and achieve their full potential. This team is 
multi-disciplinary and is made up of internal 
and external professionals depending on 
individual needs and Education, Health 
and Care Plans (EHCPs). Crucially, we are 
constantly monitoring and reassessing 
the needs of individuals to make sure our 
approach adapts as learners develop, 
achieve and progress.
 
• Progress coaches
When learners join the college they are 
assigned to one of our fantastic progress 
coaches, who support individuals 
academically, socially and emotionally 
throughout their time at Linkage. Their 
job is to help learners overcome barriers 
to learning and to support engagement, 
achievement and progress. They provide 
support for individual students inside and 
outside of the classroom, enabling them to 
fully participate in activities, assisting with 
their specific learning needs and helping 
them to develop their social skills.

• Behaviour management
We have a multi-disciplinary team which 
makes sure there is support and guidance 
to both learners and staff, particularly 
when behaviour difficulties are a barrier to 
learning. By adopting the Positive Behaviour 
Support Approach we aim to understand 
what a learner is saying to us through their 
behaviours. We then work together to 
develop strategies and interventions to 
support them during their learning journey 
at college.
 
• Speech and Language Team
Our Speech and Language Team includes 
a qualified speech and language therapist 
who works across all sites. We use a total 
communication approach at Linkage which 
means we look for the right combination 
of communication methods for each 
individual. If learners struggle to understand 
and use spoken language, our on-site 
Speech and Language team is there to 
help. Makaton, British sign language and 
other non-verbal communication techniques 
can all be used to help learners express 
themselves. Individual speech, language 
and communication plans are developed 
and targets are set to support each learner’s 
communication progress.

• Clinical team
Through Linkage our learners can access 
external services including physiotherapists, 
hydrotherapists, clinical psychologists, 
mental health practitioners, psychiatrists 
and more. Working with other partners we 
assess learners’ requirements to create a 
full programme of support to facilitate 
learners’ progress.

• Local Safeguarding
Children Board (LSCB)
Safeguarding learners is a priority and 
we work with the LSCB to identify young 
people and vulnerable adults who are 
suffering, or who are likely to suffer harm,
so that appropriate intervention measures 
can be taken or appropriate support 
put in place.
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Your future and health and well-being are 
at the heart of our curriculum offer. Our 
curriculum is constantly changing to ensure 
that your needs and aspirations met and 
new opportunities are always available.

We believe that you will learn more 
by ‘doing’ so you won’t be stuck in a 
classroom at Linkage College. Our project-
based learning model means you’ll gain 
knowledge and skills through doing real- 
life, purposeful activities.

Our curriculum aims to create:
• Independent learners who thrive in 

their learning environments and make 
good progress

• Young adults who can, and are supported 
to, make choices and informed 
decisions about their future 

• Opportunities that enable our 
learners to become all they can be

• Young citizens who can, and are 
supported to, celebrate difference and 
make a positive contribution to society. 

Our curriculum is designed to 
provide learners with bespoke, flexible 
study programmes which...
• Build upon and enhance the skills 

and knowledge already gained 
• Provide a variety of projects that 

further develop independence, 
vocational and academic skills

• Further develop academic studies 
• Give learners the skills to become 

more independent 
• Help learners acquire the knowledge 

and skills that will support 
employment opportunities

• Allow learners to explore new 
initiatives which may uncover hidden 
talents, skills and interests.   

• Prepare learners for their future. 

How will we do this?
• Identify learners’ needs and aspirations  
• Establish learners’ starting points 

through a robust initial assessment 
programme

• Use pedagogical approaches to teaching 
and learning which suit the learner

• Empower learners through projects 
that capture their imagination and 
inspire them

• Promote independence in all areas 
of study

• Use tutorial sessions to teach Citizenship 
and British Values

• Offer a well-rounded enrichment 
programme which allows learners to 
participate in a number of activities 
and new initiatives. 

Our Curriculum
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Our full and broad curriculum includes 
various vocational subjects, functional 
skills, personal and social development 
and enterprise and enrichment 
programmes. Here’s some information 
about them. 

PSD is about developing learners’ social 
awareness and the ability to communicate 
with others and work as a team, so that they 
develop skills for life and work. The subject 
covers a range of topics, which include:
• Independent living skills
• Mobility
• Social communication
• Budgeting and money management
• Citizenship
• Personal, Social, Health and Economic 

Education (PSHEE) and well-being.

Wherever possible, learners access the 
local community, using public transport 
as well as local amenities. We also have 
independence suites in the college to 
enhance skills that are needed for the 
home environment.

1/Personal 
and Social 
Development

All learners are given the opportunity to 
gain industry-specific skills and knowledge, 
as well as transferable work skills, in realistic 
working environments. The vocational areas 
act as the stepping stones learners need 
to enter a work experience placement. 
The vocational subjects offered include:
• Retail
• Customer Service
• Hospitality
• Horticulture
• Small Animal Care
• Business Administration
• Media.

2/Vocational 
Subjects

Maths, English and ICT are embedded 
and championed across all areas of the 
curriculum. Specific sessions are also on 
offer, with a focus around functional maths 
and English which can be used in everyday 
life. ICT is delivered within a high-tech 
Karten computer suite, with a range of ICT 
equipment available for learners to use.

3/Functional 
Skills

Learners have access to a wide range 
of activities which enrich the academic 
curriculum and allow them to develop new 
skills and interests which will enhance their 
overall learning experience. 

Our exciting enrichment programme 
is hands-on, structured, and focused around 
personal development, employability 
and health and well-being.

There are activities to help learners develop 
new skills, promote self-confidence, improve 
self-esteem and increase persistence 
and resilience. Our enrichment offer also 
encourages learners to forge stronger peer 
relationships, improve social skills, further 
develop communication skills and uncovers 
valuable personal qualities and talents. 

Our programmes cover a wide 
range of subjects, so there’s something 
for everyone: 
• Job Club
• Citizenship
• Environment upcycling projects
• Performing Arts
• Fitness & Nutrition
• Choir
• Mental health workshops
• Media projects
• An Employability Passport workshop. 

Alongside the enrichment programme 
the Linkage progress coach team delivers 
group tutorials, which are focused around 
developing learners’ knowledge and 
advocacy skills.

4/Enrichment
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Customer 
Service
This course is for anyone who is interested in the customer service 
industry. You will gain a full insight into the fundamentals required to 
deliver an excellent customer experience within a range of settings. 

You will have opportunities to demonstrate and practise your skills in real
working environments and the chance to lead on events such as charity golf 
days, fashion shows, open-day events and more. You will develop your 
communication skills and grow in confidence when meeting and greeting 
members of the public. This course supports you to develop employability 
skills by giving you a hands-on learning experience that allows you to 
demonstrate good work ethics and professionalism.

As well as the unit topics, maths, English, ICT and transferable personal 
and employability skills are naturally embedded, so by the end of the course 
you will be fully equipped with the necessary skills to provide great
customer service. 

CAMPUS 
All campuses

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Retail and leisure
• Supported internships
• Paid employment
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Over the next few pages you will find the range of courses we 
offer at Linkage. All courses are flexible, with learners able to choose 
whether to work towards non-accredited targets or qualifications. 
The level of qualifications available in each area is also flexible, 
ranging from Entry Level to Level 2.
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Hospitality 

This course provides you with an 
overview of the retail sector and gives you 
an insight into the world of work. Each level 
starts with an introductory programme which 
steadily progresses so you have opportunities 
to further develop, practise and demonstrate 
the skills required for employment within 
the retail industry. 

We have retail shops on-site at both the 
Weelsby and Toynton campuses, and at 
Lincoln we have a mini garden centre selling 
produce that Horticulture learners have 
grown. This allows you to develop your skills 
through day-to-day work experience. You will 
be selling confectionery, drinks, clothes, plants 
and other items that have been handmade 
by Linkage learners; checking, updating and 
replenishing stock; and complying with 
health and safety procedures. 

As well as carrying out practical tasks 
and learning skills related to retail, you will 
be acquiring valuable transferable skills such 
as communication and teamwork. Maths, 
English and ICT are naturally embedded 
into your studies.

CAMPUS 
All campuses, specialism at Toynton

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Working in retail 

and customer services
• Supported internships pathway 
• Paid employment 
• Voluntary work

Our Hospitality course is for anyone who 
is interested in the hospitality industry (e.g. 
cafés, restaurants, hotels, travel and
tourism). Learners can choose whether 
to focus on catering or customer 
service depending on their interests and 
aspirations. As well as work skills, you will 
gain transferable independence skills that 
will help you to look after yourself in your 
own home environment. 

The Hospitality course is delivered in 
excellent purpose-built facilities to ensure 
that when you finish the course you are 
industry-ready. You will be learning and 
working in an industrial kitchen, with 
opportunities to work alongside our kitchen 
staff, experiencing all aspects of working 
in a kitchen. At our Lincoln Campus we 
have a commercial café to further support 
employability skills and work experience. 

You will learn an array of skills, not only to 
support your studies but also to further 
develop independence by preparing 
food and learning basic cooking skills. 
Maths, English and ICT skills are naturally 
embedded in the course, in accurately 
weighing ingredients, writing menus and 
researching products.

CAMPUS 
All campuses, specialism at 
Weelsby and Lincoln

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• NVQ Certificate in Food 

Preparation and Cooking
• Supported internships pathway
• Paid employment
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Practical 
Horticulture Our Media course is for anyone who has 

a keen interest in the media sector or who 
would like to explore various elements of 
media such as radio, television, journalism, 
advertising and photography. 

We have fantastic ICT facilities to 
enhance learning: you will get hands-on 
experience of various media technologies 
and techniques, such as creative digital 
photography and film-making, which will 
lead to planning and producing a media 
project and presenting your work to 
an audience. 

The Media course provides you with an 
opportunity to learn and build an array 
of skills in a fun and interesting way. For 
example, you will be practising safe internet 
usage, developing your speaking and 
listening skills, working collaboratively as 
well as on your own initiative, evaluating 
your work and giving constructive 
feedback to others. 

You will have the chance to participate 
in field trips out in the community.

CAMPUS 
All campuses, specialism at Toynton

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Further qualifications
• Supported internships pathway 
• Paid employment 
• Voluntary work

Practical Horticulture is for anyone who is interested in the 
horticulture industry or who has a keen interest in working outside 
and learning practical skills relating to gardening. 

Our campuses offer excellent facilities, including polytunnels and 
greenhouses. At our Lincoln Campus we have an allotment area so 
learners can grow fresh produce, and a brand-new glasshouse which 
doubles up as a mini garden centre in which produce is sold by the 
Retail learners. In our beautiful grounds you can learn skills such as 
preparing soil, pruning, caring for a planted area, and maintaining 
grounds. These skills also promote independent living to support you 
in looking after your own home and garden environment. 

As well as carrying out practical tasks, you will learn the theoretical 
knowledge essential to horticulture, including health and safety. 
This will help you build an impressive portfolio evidencing your
new skills. Maths, English, ICT and core skills are naturally embedded 
into your studies.

CAMPUS 
All campuses, specialism at Lincoln

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Working in the horticultural industry
• Supported internships pathway 
• Paid employment 
• Voluntary work
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Business and
Administration

Business and Administration is for anyone who 
would like to start a career in office administration. 
You will have the opportunity to gain work experience, 
develop ICT skills using word processing and publishing 
software, manage your own performance, and utilise 
various communication methods such as the 
telephone and email. 

You will be assessed as you work in our reception area 
(and/or at your work placement employer’s premises) 
alongside the administration team, learning the essentials 
of keeping an office running. This will give you a good 
foundation to build your skills on, not only in terms of the 
course requirements but also in terms of your personal 
and social development, as you will be working with others 
and working on your own initiative. You will be welcoming 
and interacting with our visitors and building on your 
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills while 
taking messages, etc.

CAMPUS 
All campuses, specialism at Weelsby

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Further qualifications
• Supported internships pathway 
• Paid employment 
• Voluntary work

Our Practical Small Animal Care Skills 
course is for learners who are interested 
in working with small animals. Within our 
exciting new purpose-built animal care unit 
you will have access to an assortment of 
small animals such as rabbits, guinea pigs, 
gerbils and hamsters. 

You will learn how to recognise and 
identify different species, their body parts 
and functions, and the different housing, 
bedding and exercise areas each animal 
requires. You will also be involved in the 
enrichment and general health and well-
being of the animals and will be taught  

Practical Small Animal 
Care Skills

how to care for them. This is a hands-
on learning experience in which you will 
assist with correctly handling, cleaning, 
watering and feeding the animals in 
Linkage College’s care. 

CAMPUS 
Weelsby

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Further qualifications
• Supported internships pathway 
• Paid employment 
• Voluntary work
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Here at Linkage College, a big emphasis 
is placed on naturally embedding English 
and maths within all our courses to ensure 
that each learner has a fully rounded 
learning programme, irrespective of their 
individual level or ability. 

Through our project-based learning 
curriculum, English and maths skills are 
integrated into exciting and engaging 
activities to help you develop vital 
maths and English skills which will support 
you through life. 

However, because every job role 
requires elements of maths and English, 
we also offer a wide range of maths and 
English courses, from bespoke pre-entry 
levels to GCSE. 

Opportunities to learn other core 
skills such as working with others, 
professionalism, evaluation skills, analytical 
thinking, employability and enterprise 
skills are also incorporated into our 
study programmes. 

Maths 
and 
English

ICT The ICT course is a great entry point into 
the world of ICT, introducing you to the 
practical computer skills you need to use 
technology in everyday life, study and work.

You will have the opportunity to learn 
and develop skills in using the internet, 
and gain knowledge on widely used 
Microsoft Office programs such as Outlook, 
Word, PowerPoint and Excel. You’ll learn 
how to send effective emails, produce 
presentations, sort and edit records and 
edit and format graphics and images. 

Using ICT safely and securely is featured 
heavily and we embed other core areas 
such as English, Maths and communication.

CAMPUS 
Specialism at Weelsby

PROGRESSION ROUTE
• Further qualifications
• Paid employment
• Voluntary work

We are proud to be supported by 
the Karten Network. The charitable 
trust has helped us to establish 
specialist Karten Centres at our sites. 
These ICT suites use assistive computer 
technology to provide the best training 
to people with disabilities to improve 
their quality of life, and in suitable 
cases to improve their employability 
by vocational training.
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Personal 
and Social
Development

Our Personal and Social Development 
(PSD) course, along with the Linkage 
curriculum as a whole, is designed to 
provide you, with an array of skills that 
will help you to lead a confident, 
healthy, responsible, safe and more 
independent life. 

The course is structured so that it meets 
the individual needs of each learner. It will 
provide you with the skills you need to 
take an active and responsible role in your 
everyday life, your community, workplace 
and educational settings. 

The programme of study includes varying 
elements of Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education (PSHEE), personal 
well-being, economic well-being and 
financial studies. Sex and relationship 
education is offered as part of a cohesive 
unit on relationships.

You will gain knowledge and valuable 
skills that are transferable to many settings, 
including other further education settings, 
workplaces, and living independently.

You will experience being out and 
about in the community, accessing public 
facilities and amenities such as public 
transport, shops, the library, the local gym 
and cafés and restaurants. While using 
these facilities you will be learning and 
practising how to manage money, work to 
a budget, purchase items, use roads and 
public transport, and communicate 
with other people.

At each campus we have bespoke 
independence suites that we use as learning 
environments, encouraging learners to 
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take ownership of basic life skills such as 
cooking, cleaning and the general running 
of a home.

When we ask our learners what their 
favourite course at Linkage College is, 
PSD comes up again and again. These fun 
lessons are about having a safe environment 
to make your own choices and learning 
through real-life experiences. We don’t shy 
away from life at Linkage; we face it head 
on, but we promise you will never feel alone 
or unsafe. You will have staff and learners 
helping you every step of the way, working 
together as a team to help nurture and 
build your potential throughout the course, 
because teamwork makes the 
dream work!
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WHAT SORT OF THINGS 
WILL I LEARN IN PSD?
PSD is all about gaining confidence, 
self-esteem and the skills you need for 
independent living, whether you are going 
to stay at home after leaving Linkage 
College or whether you’re planning to 
live more independently. You will cover 
topics like: 
• Social interaction skills
• Personal hygiene
• Managing your own money 
• Travel safety
• Pedestrian safety
• Healthy living
• Dealing with problems in everyday life
• Accessing your local community
• Preparing for work
• Making the most of your leisure time
• Personal safety at home 
• Using technology.
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Performing
Arts

Our sports courses focus on ability 
rather than disability. While having fun and 
playing games, you will learn a wealth of 
skills that are transferrable from the sports 
field to life in general. This course is a great 
stepping stone to employment or further 
educational studies.

Through lots of different activities 
you will develop:
• Physical skills such as agility, balance, 

co-ordination and general fitness
• Social skills such as communication, 

teamwork and taking responsibility
• Technical and tactical sport and fitness 

skills such as ball control, positioning 
and planning

• Psychological skills such as making 
and learning from mistakes, adhering 
to rules and decision-making.

We work in partnership with Grimsby Town 
Football Club: they deliver sports sessions 
on a weekly basis and use their connections 
to organise sports-related trips such as 
to see Andy Murray at the Sport England 
headquarters and a behind-the-scenes tour 
of the Etihad Stadium, home of Manchester 
City Football Club.

CAMPUS 
All campuses

PROGRESSION ROUTE
These qualifications can help you 
progress to:
• Further studies 
• Supported internships
• Pathways to employment 

within the leisure sector

Our Performing Arts course is multi-
functional: not only is it for anyone who is 
interested in the performing arts industry, 
but it also provides an array of enrichment 
activities which will build and improve your 
confidence and self-esteem while you 
have fun and learn new skills. The course 
is structured around your talents, whether 
these include singing, dancing and acting 
or backstage technical roles such as set 
design, costumes, sound and lighting.

You will gain an overview of the industry 
by studying acting, dance or musical 
theatre, along with acquiring hands-on 
practical skills. Performance Arts sessions 
are very lively, engaging, exciting and 
energetic, and the bonus is that everything 
you learn – such as communication skills, 
writing and drafting a script, critical skills 
of analysis, teamwork and presenting – are 
transferable to other areas of your life.

CAMPUS 
Specialism at Weelsby

PROGRESSION ROUTE 
• Further qualifications in the industry
• Voluntary work
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:
• Personalised gym programmes 

using facilities on- and off-site
• Attending the Natspec games, 

where 23 specialist colleges compete 
in sports including boccia, goalball, 
javelin and five-a-side football

• Taking part in table cricket 
competitions, with a national final 
at Lord’s, the home of cricket 
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A Focus on 
the Campuses
Linkage College has three 
superb campuses across 
Lincolnshire. All are set in 
beautiful, peaceful parklands 
just a stone’s throw from loads 
of local amenities. This means 
that you get to learn in a safe, 
calm environment but when 
you want to go out to socialise, 
relax or possibly work you 
have access to everything 
you need.

At all campuses we have friendly, 
expert staff and extensive 
facilities to meet the needs of 
our learners and support them 
to grow. However, each campus 
has its own unique vibe.
 
You’ll find out a bit about each 
here, but the best way of getting 
a feel for whether Linkage 
College is the right place for you 
is to come to one of our open 
days. Visit our website for our 
open-day dates: 
www.linkage.org.uk/college

1 Lincoln Campus 
Rookery Lane, Lincoln, LN6 7PG
2 Toynton Campus 
Toynton All Saints, Spilsby, PE23 5AE
3 Weelsby Campus 
Weelsby Road, Grimsby, DN32 9RU
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Residential
All of our college campuses offer residential 
placements either on-site or very close.

Living at Linkage offers you a chance to 
become more independent, make new 
friends and move into adulthood in a safe 
and supportive environment. Learners tell 
us that Linkage is a great place to live and 
learn, and parents tell us that they are really 
impressed by the continuity of support 
between college and home.

When you come to us as a residential 
learner we work with you to put in place 
a detailed care plan which reflects the 
support you need and what your goals are.  

Our expert staff will help you to settle in 
and ensure that all your needs are met, not 
only on an academic basis but personally 
and socially too. You’ll get to do lots of new 
things for yourself and with your friends. 

Some of the things we can help you do are:
• Learn independent living skills 
• Travel on your own
• Look after your medication
• Manage your money
• Go out in the community
• Develop good relationships

with people
• Cook, clean and look after your home 
• Develop safety awareness

(personal, travel, home and e-safety).

PARENT —
“The residential placement is the full 
package ... the communication between 
college and home was excellent and 
support was continuous.”

THE CARE QUALITY COMMISSION —
“The genuinely caring and inclusive 
culture at the service was outstanding...
Staff were compassionate and kind and 
went ‘above and beyond’ to ensure 
people received positive outcomes.”

LEARNER —
“While I’ve been at Linkage 
College I have stayed at Abbey 
House and I have enjoyed making 
new friends and living with them.”

What people say 
about our residential 
placements...

Placements
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We have a new campus opening in the 
East Riding of Yorkshire in September 2020. 

Contact us for more information.



At Weelsby you won’t call anyone ‘Miss’ 
or ‘Sir’; you will be treated like an adult 
as you prepare to make the change from 
childhood to adulthood. You will be in a safe 
environment where you feel comfortable to 
express yourself, celebrate your unique skills 
and talents, and learn the skills you need to 
become more independent and make your 
own choices about your future.

We also promise that you will make 
seriously good friends at Weelsby. The 
student body here is so diverse that 
you will be able to mix with a variety of 
young people from different cultures, 
backgrounds, schools and areas.
 
FACILITIES
• Dining room and bistro
• Physiotherapy suite
• State-of-the-art sensory room
• Purpose-designed student gym
• Karten ICT centre
• Performing arts centre 
• Horticulture unit
• Retail shop
• Small animal centre

SERVICES
• Speech and language therapist
• Behavioural specialist
• Work experience hub to open 

up employability and independence 
opportunities

• Residential housing
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Weelsby 
Campus
Vibe: Just fab 
and much better 
than school

WHAT ELSE WE DO AT WEELSBY
The college’s Student Union is based at the 
site so you can get involved in organising 
events and activities and make sure your 
views about the college are heard. We also 
have ties with local organisations such as 
Grimsby Town Football Club, which offer 
loads of opportunities for you to develop as 
a person and in your studies. 

Weelsby is also home to our super-popular 
Linkage Vintage upcycling project, in which 
learners transform and create bespoke 
pieces of furniture which they then sell. If 
you are into arts, crafts and design then you 
will love Linkage Vintage. See opposite 
for more information.

LOCATION
Weelsby Campus is set in beautiful 
woodland very close to the centre 
of Grimsby and the seaside town of 
Cleethorpes. The bus service in this area 
is fantastic, which means you can easily 
get to loads of social and leisure activities 
such as bowling, the cinema, sports clubs 
and places to eat, either on your own, with 
friends or with staff. Because it’s so close 
to two towns, there are also great work
placement opportunities.
 
WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
Come and take a look around. 
See our website for open-day dates.

W
E

E
LS

B
Y

 C
A

M
P

U
S

Linkage College Prospectus | 39

LI
N

K
A

G
E 

V
IN

TA
G

E

Linkage Vintage is a micro-enterprise 
set up and run by the learners of Linkage 
College Weelsby Campus. 

They take donated pieces of furniture, 
paint, craft materials, tools and wallpapers, 
and upcycle and create some wonderful 
products that are then sold on for profit. 
The income generated is used towards the 
cost of future resources, trips out and items 
to be used around the college for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Linkage Vintage is a great example of our 
project-based learning curriculum. Learners 
prepare for the world of work by building 
on key skills such as communication, 
confidence, organisation, problem-solving 
and teamwork, as well as practising core 
English, maths and ICT. Learners have to 
budget to buy items and measure out 
volumes and lengths of materials. Learners 
have also designed, developed and set 
up a website and social media account to 
commercially engage with the public.

There are always exciting and innovative 
projects on the go in Linkage Vintage 
sessions. From creating artwork with 
spray paint to making personalised 
jewellery, decoupaging tables, upholstering 
chairs and making Christmas wreaths, 
learners get a chance to really embrace 
their creative side.

Take a look at the Linkage Vintage 
Facebook page for more.

Linkage 
Vintage
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Lincoln 
Campus
Vibe: Brand- 
new and vibrant
Our Boultham Park Campus is full of the 
latest learning technology and has fantastic 
purpose-built facilities for our Hospitality, 
Horticulture and Personal and Social 
Development courses.

As with all our campuses, Lincoln is a 
place where you will be socially and 
emotionally supported as you develop 
the skills to live an independent life. 
 
FACILITIES
• Independent living skills suite
• Café 
• Changing Places facility
• Horticulture glasshouse

SERVICES
• Speech and language therapist
• Behavioural specialist
• Work experience hub to open 

up employability and independence 
opportunities

• Residential housing

LOCATION
Set in beautiful Boultham Park, this campus 
is in the suburbs of the wonderful city of 
Lincoln. The historic city centre is just a 
short bus ride away, where you will find 
shops, places to eat, cinemas and theatres, 
museums and arts galleries, sports clubs, 
leisure centres and swimming pools. You 
will also find a thousand-year-old cathedral 
and a famous medieval castle. If there is 
something you are interested in, you will 
be able to find it in Lincoln. And because 
it’s a busy but friendly city, there are lots of 
opportunities to volunteer, work and get 
involved in the community. 

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
Come and take a look around. See our 
website for open-day dates.
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We understand that for some learners 
school might have been stressful and hard. 
College at Toynton will not be like that; 
learning with us is not hard, it is not boring 
but it is all about you. You will be able to 
make your own choices about what you 
want to do, based on your talents, abilities 
and dreams, with a bespoke, individualised 
programme of study.

We believe that when people are 
happy and safe they will learn, so we 
focus on enjoyment as well as achievement. 
You won’t be stuck in a classroom; you will 
be in a safe, fun environment where you 
will always be learning, sometimes without 
even noticing it. We generally have a smaller 
number of learners at Toynton, meaning 
that everyone becomes part of our family, 
and staff will understand you and the 
way in which you learn.
 
FACILITIES
• Dining room and bistro
• Independent living skills kitchen
• Sensory room
• Therapies suite
• Retail shop
• Karten ICT centre

SERVICES
• Speech and language therapist
• Behavioural specialist
• Work experience hub to open 

up employability and independence 
opportunities

WHAT ELSE WE DO AT TOYNTON
The fun really never stops at Toynton; we 
are always celebrating something. During 
Science Week you might be making lava 
lamps or tornadoes in a bottle or changing 
the colour of flowers. To celebrate the 
anniversary of the opening of the Brooklyn 
Bridge in New York, you might be making 
bridges out of marshmallows and spaghetti, 
or on May the 4th (Star Wars day) you could 
be playing Star Wars bingo. We also have 
summer festivals and trips to the beach.

LOCATION
The Toynton campus is set in a lovely 
rural setting near the market town of 
Spilsby. The campus is just a few miles 
from the popular seaside town of Skegness 
and within easy distance of the larger town 
of Boston. This means you can enjoy the 
local countryside as well as being close 
to leisure activities such as the beach, 
the cinema, bowling, pubs, discos, 
wildlife parks and much more.

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE? 
Come and take a look around. See our 
website for open-day dates.

Toynton Campus
Vibe: Awesome with 
a touch of mega
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Parents

At Linkage College we are confident of 
success. This is because we have seen 
Linkage learners with varying degrees of 
learning disabilities, from mild to severe, 
achieve academically and personally in 
ways they and their families could only 
previously have dreamed of. 

We put this success down to our 
recognition that each of our learners is 
unique. Our individualised, bespoke study 
programmes help learners to develop 
the skills and behaviours they need to live 
independent lives. Our expert staff and 
extensive facilities offer your child wrap-
around support and learning opportunities 
within a daytime and residential timetable. 
We also have access to facilities and 
professionals outside the college to ensure 
all your child’s needs are met.

“Thank you all so very much. None 
of what my daughter has achieved 
would have been possible without 
your support and guidance over the 
past 3 years – the Linkage magic!”
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86% of learners passed their English 
qualifications last year, compared to 
a sector average of 68%.

91% of learners passed their maths 
qualifications last year, compared to 
a sector average of 72%.

All parents are invited to join the 
parent/carer group to help shape 
the way the college meets the needs 
of our learners and their families.

We are rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

Over a third of all learners are 
currently in long-term external 
placements across a broad range
of vocational sectors.

We have a dedicated pastoral 
team consisting of progress coaches, 
a speech and language therapist 
and job coaches.

“It is not all about academic 
achievement, although the basics are 
well supported. I feel that my son’s 
curriculum has been tailor-made for him. 
It has been diverse and has always been 
adapted to suit his needs at any given 
time. The staff have endeavoured to 
accommodate any particular requests 
that might assist my son.”
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— Parent
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AFTER YOUR CHILD HAS STARTED
Every young person attending Linkage 
College is allocated a progress coach, a 
member of staff who will stay with them 
throughout their time at Linkage. This 
progress coach is the first point of contact 
for parents. They liaise with social workers 
and other professions and, probably 
most importantly, support your child 
socially and emotionally to ensure they 
are making personal and academic 
progress. We aim to provide continuous 
support and communication so you trust 
that you have sent your child to the right 
place. Communication, listening and 
responding are things we pride 
ourselves on at Linkage.

DIARIES
To show Linkage’s commitment to 
ensuring regular communication with 
parents/carers, Linkage staff use a daily 
diary system so parents and carers can 
see the range of activities their child has 
enjoyed, receive information on how their 
child is feeling/has behaved, and share 
comments in a daily two-way dialogue 
with key staff.

STARTING YOUR LINKAGE JOURNEY
Trying to sort out your child’s future after school can be 
frustrating and confusing. The Linkage College team is here to 
help parents and carers through the complete college journey.

We provide all the advice and guidance you need about 
Educational, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), the admissions 
process and funding.

INDUCTION PROCESS
During the induction process we will take 
the time to understand your child’s needs 
and hopes for the future. Curriculum 
options and additional care inputs will be 
discussed, and a bespoke plan will be put 
in place to ensure your son or daughter’s 
safety and well-being.

“I felt that I was the only person 
in the world with a hopeless and 
uncontrollable son. At the end of that 
call I felt I had won the lottery! The 
most reassuring thing said to me was 
‘We’ve had many students like this 
and we can definitely help you.’ I felt 
so overwhelmed by the reassurance 
and dedication of this team, and full 
of hope for my son’s future. I felt 
immediate trust in these people – 
something that I had not felt for 
a long time.”

“The whole induction 
process was thorough 
and planned in every way 
possible. We were made so 
welcome and supported. 
I had not experienced this 
level of detail in previous 
college experiences. They 
had made all the right 
enquiries before we arrived 
and had a bespoke plan 
all ready for my son. I was 
encouraged to be involved 
at all times and had clear 
points of contact. It was the 
most amazing and positive 
experience for us both.”

“I have been able to 
build some wonderful 
relationships with the 
staff supporting my son, 
and this has led to a very 
reassuring trust and 
confidence that they will 
handle any situation.”
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Are there any entry requirements?
There are no academic entry requirements, 
but if your son/daughter has an Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) we will need to 
be named on it as the preferred provider. 

How do I get the college named on 
the Education, Health and Care Plan 
as the ‘preferred provider’?
Your son/daughter’s school should focus 
on transition planning in the Education, 
Health and Care Plan review from Year 
9. All options should be discussed and it 
is recommended that you visit as many 
providers as possible. You and your son/
daughter should be given the opportunity 
to state which provision is preferred.

Can we appeal if the local authority 
does not agree to name our 
preferred provider on the Education, 
Health and Care Plan? 
Yes. The local authority must inform you of 
their decision and of the appeal procedure.

How do I apply for an Education, 
Health and Care Plan?
A parent, young person over the age 
of 16 or a school or post-16 provider can 
request the local authority to conduct 
an education, health and care needs 
assessment. The assessment and 
development of the plan must take no 
more than 20 weeks. 
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Visit your local authority’s website for 
more information or contact one of our 
Admissions Co-ordinators, who may be able 
to signpost you to the appropriate person 
working for your local authority. 

I have been told that my local 
authority will not fund ‘out of 
county’. Can I challenge this?
Yes. You can name a preferred provider in 
your child’s Education, Health and Care 
Plan. If this is not agreed you can appeal 
the decision.

My local authority has said that 
they will only agree for my son/
daughter to attend the college that 
is nearest our home. What can 
I do about this?
You can appeal this decision and should 
be made aware of this process. Our 
Admissions Co-ordinators will be able to 
assist you further and offer support.

FURTHER SUPPORT 
Our Admissions Co-ordinators are 
always happy to offer advice and guidance 
about EHCPs, the admissions process 
and funding. 

To have a chat with us 
call 01472 372310 / 01472 372303
or email transition@linkage.org.uk. 

FAQs

Meeting and discussing key areas of 
their children’s education with the 
parents/carers of our learners is really 
important to us. Linkage has a parent/carer 
group which meets on a termly basis with 
the Principal and other members of the 
college management team.

The Linkage parent/carer group is 
constantly growing, with parents/carers 
of new learners joining the group and 
becoming actively involved in shaping the 
college’s development in terms of both the 
curriculum and improvements to processes 
and procedures which impact their child. 
One of the biggest outcomes from the 
parent/carer group is the changes we 
have made to our transition process: 
we now provide additional support for 
parent/carers in completing funding 
documentation, preparing EHCPs and 
securing peer support. 

We are also developing an online 
communications system through a virtual 
learning environment which will enable 
parent/carers to monitor the progress of 
their child remotely and also through the 
use of technology via a text service.
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TS Of course, these are formal ways of 
communicating with the college but 
parents/carers are encouraged to 
communicate through telephone and email 
discussion as often as required with all staff 
who work most closely with their child. 

FUNDING 
Most of our learners access local authority 
funding to support their college placement. 
This can also include, where applicable, 
further services such as residential 
accommodation and transport to and 
from college. You are likely to be asked to 
consider providers which are nearest to 
your home address. 

However, you are able to request that 
your preferred provider is named on 
your child’s EHCP, particularly if you feel 
that the provider will be a more suitable 
environment, in terms of support, facilities 
and progression routes.

During the admissions process, Linkage will 
fully assess the needs of the applicant, in 
conjunction with their EHCP, to determine a 
suitable and challenging study programme 
which will support the learner to achieve 
their aspirations. We will inform the local 
authority of this, and it will then make a 
decision on funding.

Parent/Carer 
Groups
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the College
Day provision for adults (aged between 
18 and 65) with learning disabilities 
provides a wide range of activities 
around enrichment, independence, 
health and well-being, and enterprise.

Linkage Adult Skills is about offering great 
opportunities for socialisation, personal 
development, getting involved in the 
local community, and – most importantly – 
having fun. Clients access the centres on a 
flexible basis to suit their individual needs, 
which could be half a day per week, to five 
full days, or just one of the evening or 
weekend activities.

Supporting adults with learning 
disabilities to gain internships, work 
experience and paid employment 
in Lincolnshire.

The Linkage Supported Employment Service 
has supported many adults aged between 18 
and 65, with a variety of learning disabilities 
and needs, to achieve their employment 
and independence aspirations. We build 
a personalised package of support for 
clients to help them access the world of 
work, arranging pathways to employment 
opportunities, through employability skills 
training, help finding work, one-to-one 
in-work support and job coaching.

Adult Skills

Care and 
Accommodation

Supported
Employment
Service

We offer a range of housing options for 
adults with learning disabilities, aged 
between 18 and 65+: 
• 24-hour residential care
• Supported living
• Community support
• Short breaks and respite care.

All care and accommodation packages 
are designed to get people living as 
independently as possible.
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“Transition planning is very 
good and contributes to students’ 
successful destinations.” — Ofsted

We will start planning for your future as 
soon as you start college. This might 
seem a little early but it gives us enough 
time to find the right next step for you. 
This could be living independently in 
your own accommodation, sharing a 
house with others, with support, getting 
a job, volunteering, continuing with your 
education, taking part in daytime activities 
or whatever you want to do.

Our Information, Advice and Guidance 
(IAG) advisor will work closely with you and 
your family to make sure that plans are in 
place for after you graduate from Linkage. 
Support from Linkage does not stop 
as soon as you graduate. Our IAG advisor 
will make contact with you for a minimum 
of three years to make sure that everything 
is going well for you. 

IN 2018 71% OF GRADUATES 
PROGRESSED INTO SOME FORM OF 
EMPLOYMENT OR FURTHER STUDY.

FURTHER EDUCATION
Because all learning is personalised at 
Linkage, studying here can provide you 
with the perfect foundation to go on 
to study at another college or further 
education setting. Learners have gone 
on to study mechanics, hairdressing, 
customer service and more.

EMPLOYMENT
Through our work experience and 
employability programmes you will 
have fantastic opportunities to build an 
impressive CV (see page 10), meaning you 
will leave Linkage College fully prepared for 
paid employment. Our learners have gone 
on to work at places such as garden 
centres, shops, supermarkets and 
educational settings.

FURTHER SUPPORT AT LINKAGE
Our college comes under the larger 
umbrella of Linkage Community Trust 
which means there can be continuity upon 
leaving college. Linkage has a full range 
of support services available to help you 
continue to grow and develop as 
an individual.
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For more information visit

www.linkage.org.uk
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IPSEA (Independent Parental Special Education 
Advice) can provide legally based information and next- 
step advice on any educational issue that is a result of 
your child’s special educational need or disability: 
www.ipsea.org.uk 

Advice and guidance for school leavers can be 
obtained via your local careers advisors or through 
the National Careers Service: 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 

The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund is designed to help those in 
need to pay for essential education-related costs, such as 
transport, learning materials and resources. Learners could 
receive a bursary of £1,200, subject to them meeting the 
eligibility criteria surrounding age and being in receipt of 
certain benefits. Learners who are not eligible are able to 
apply for a discretionary bursary. 

Learners may also be eligible for free school meals, 
subject to them or their parents/carers being in receipt 
of certain benefits. Further information and support 
can be obtained via www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund

As well as from our own 
Admissions Co-ordinators, 
you can also get support 
from the following:
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How to Apply

1
2
3
4
5
6

Contact Us

Visit Us

Application Form

Assessment

Offer

Start!

Get in touch and our expert Admissions team will chat about your 
needs, take some basic information from you and arrange a convenient 
time for you to come and visit. 

Come and see for yourself what Linkage College is all about, 
with a tour around our fantastic campuses. 

Complete a form telling us about your specific needs 
and send it to us.

Within two weeks of receiving your application form we will invite you to come 
into college for a day or two to join in with some classes and see what fun we 
have. We will take a close look at how we can help you. 

We look in detail at your needs and help you to secure funding. A formal 
offer will be made in writing. This will be within two weeks of your assessment.

You accept the offer and start at 
Linkage College when funding is 
confirmed. You can start at any 
time within the academic year.
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Start your journey with us...
Telephone: 0800 612 4410

Email: transition@linkage.org.uk
www.linkage.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 504913 Company Limited by Guarantee No. 01240377

Twitter LinkageCT Facebook LinkageCommunityTrust LinkedIn LinkageCommunityTrust 


